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Hetea Graymaa daa ter of a Xew
York baihMalre
her awM Saeaa Jaelteoa by Capt Al-

f Paytea a noted ptrat
time I Jane UK They are carried o
In Ills aeroptaite Cli lanHioa to a ai-n Labrador HOT father agrees ta pay
a M nuMom GcayoMa eattata the
aid ofUatted States Seevetary the
Treasvry Grantbam-
eiowd to cue Locate Paytoa AUaa

Met A say
battle between Champ I anil and the

Allan aero Bach mortally tajored

they reach AtuaMd Paytoa dropa-
aUo with a of
girls are enptnxrf They aif nucaaa by
Crow oae of the aero fleet Fsaytoa eaape

CHAPTER XXI

Tile Last of the Sky Pirate
E found Soaan o the rocks in-

trass Into wars
The of us were half
iut our wants were moo upiMia
the stores of the Crow

We waited until dmyUsht to b te
the search for Payton and to the

with the limits
1 found and the Chame-
leon
iwriac and I than ever
dered that she had not fallen In
heap from the clouds All of her

aad the deck had suffered hat
the eabtos ama
tired Ethan having taken pates
save them as possible know

part of the zero
Now I found the various colored
suits of which I have spoken

They consisted of soft material
and were most ingeniously contrived
to be drawn qoickly over the aero
planes I may say her that they were
the origin the downs now

employed on aeros to cover thegliding parts It having bees found thatm that way an approximation to thefeather of birds is obtained
reftfve facUlty of the machineThis may have been Paytons origi-
nal purpose the protective mimi-cry idea being an outgrowth ofIn addition to aeroplanes tileconspicuous parts of the aerosimilarly suited

So thats the way the varmint playv Is it said Ethan whenb saw these suits shell nottim grasshopper ner bhve white norblack butterfly again FD
from the stores ofthe Chameleon such things as wouldbe of use to us and found

It was now 4 oclock the sue waa gettng over the horison and It was time
i run down our quarry As already indicated I counted on toscour the country so effectively sadrapidly from the deck the Crow thatton and his men could not

concealed from our prying eyes
In truth I eared little about the twomen

The fact that he had made offrith us in a constant northeast direc
ion convinced me that he had some
Town objective lying that way but Ibelieved was a way off since

careful L pection from a considerable
elevation failed to reveal any gf
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ta the character of the nat
Still I dM not conceal from
the tact that tile search would be dif

and that ta toning Peters that
Payton would never be ante to get

lICe with probability But I meant to
keep it up a week or tea days if nec-
essary and for that purpose I bad
taken possession of the tmuwed
of the Chameleon which sufficed to
replace aU that the Crow had exhausted
tp to this time
The three men who had been left

tare had arrived at the rocks bring
lag along their wounded comrade who
was seriously shot through the breast

also pack or
provisions which had bean left on the
ground This delighted me exceedingly-
for It vastly taerea ed the chances of
his capture

men I decided to leave Peters
and four men at the rocks with plenty
of provisions and one of the
the arrival of the party from the
Osprey or until my return I
Peters to keep a flying for 1 felt
confident that our friends would soon
come and probably with the aero since
my engteeer bad assured Peters tHat
he could repair the steering gear

For the search my ides was to rise
to a pod height with the Crow and
start oft ostentatiously southward In
order that Payton if be were watching
as he doubtless would be might con-
clude that we were satisfied with the
recovery of Miss Grayman ana were
making for home When to use an old

phrase TT should be hun
down from the recks I meant to put
about going round by the east to

and keeping full fifty miles
the point Payton had

Then I would drop down near the
ground stud search It right and left over
a breadth of at least fifteen miles
creeping gradually inward toward the
critical point

Since he was compelled to travel on
foot I did not believe Payton had
been able to go anything Ie fifty miles j

over theswampy ground But I wanted to be
sure

So off I started after a tender part
tag irom Helen whose I encouraged
with the hope of soon seeing her father
and to whom I had related all the par-
ticulars of the manner ta waich we
founa Paytons lodge and of our ad
ventures up to the time of the battle i
the eJoudJL She ta turn me
vivid description of her experiences on I

the Chameleon where she and
of the time Once or twice only they
had witnessed the chase

But I did not know who my rescuer
was to be she said smiling archly

When had a point be
tweec fitly and sixty miles north
east of the rocks we
ta earnest We had long been running
low but now I dropped within twenty

scribe a series of interlocking
spirals about fifteen miles ta length
like so many flat Intertwined figures

lying on their sides one over an-
other

1st minutely that a woodchuck could
have escaped being seen Even

wiiere It was covered with brush w
usually see fairly and when

came upon thickets or dumps of

shells into thom an employment that
laiforded him great satitfaction
I This beats coon human ta Ossmectf-
Icttt all holler he said When I was

the trees whar the varmints was hid
but if we cud a at em this way
there wouldnt a been a ringtail left
in the hull State

But as the time on and we
got neater where I expected Payton
plosion of the shells should give tJ
alarm T now determined to resort to
the device which had twice already

so effective that of looking out

nights were cold and if Payton be

h would build Ares both for warmth
and for cooking since the loss of Ms-
snppUes would force him to depend
upon game for food

slowly and Inspect

us until darkness came Then I
directed the steersman to rise a little
higher and we Ifegan to watch out for
a

It was after midnight before ear vigi
lance was rewarded Ethan touched me
on the arm as we stood together beside j

the gun In the bow
Tnars the tootenant i

enough not two hundred imds
away a taint steam snowed on the trunk j

of an unusually tall pine surrounded
with instantly I brought the
Crow to a hover

Shall I send him a sheHT asked
Ethan eagerly awingtes the gm an
aim

Not yet I whispered We creep
a little nearer I v ant to be sure I
shouldnt eare to kill Innocent men al
though I suppogaabe is not one chance
to a thousand of any trappers or hunt
ers brfng hereabout i

Moving with extreme caution Just
hove the tops of the brushwood we
silently drew nearer Presently the Ire
began to show ta gleams through
mass of twigs and foliage and quite i

came ta line with ah open
lag through which the whole camp was
visible as through a window-

A birch log was burning brightly
on the point of

stick Tile flan 3 lent a reddler tint
to the dark countenance of Indian Joe
and so seated that his face was U
laminated sat Paytoe
glare of the in his eyes would
prevented Mm tOlD us If be had
looked up but from oar side could
make out his every feature

Never In my life I bees so struck
Iqr a human countenance I had heardor read that Payton was evtraordlu-
artly handsome but Tuy recent
excitIng experience ray atten-
tion had been entirely absorbed by otherthings to dwell upon his personal beau-ty Now however as I sow Mot m

It was nice revelation
Human defies both annualsand description and I shall try nett erOnly let me say that I who hated Al

douse Payton and had sought
Us life as he sought mine was so
foiled by his looks as be sat there that
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for a few minutes I forgot everything
ta sheer admiration mingled with a
feeling almost of aWe

It was a face ht which beauty man-
liness Impres
atvenena self mastery courage strength
aeemed equally There
nothing repulsive or wicked about St

My God what Ihire melts faces can
I thought J

Ethan who was loss impressionable
begged me ta a to let him
blow him to pieces with a shell

No I returned forcefully I for-
bid It absolutely

In the energy of my refusal my voice
rose toe high and Paylen heard the
sound Instantly he stood erect and
his eyes peered straight at the Crow
But the fire and he did not
see us

Crouch I whispered In Ethans ear
and lie stfl
Then I crspt swiftly along the deck

and ordered the engineer to back away
We nwved very cautiously but there
was a sUp nose which Payton must

round on our aide of the lire The Indian
dropped his at at and also turned to
look bu I believed that we were al
ready out of sight

When we had withdrawn a
distance although I could still

see the glimmer on the upper part ot
the tree I began to reflect on what I
had done Then a revulsion came and
I regretted my act I had been false
to my duty The momentary impression
which ha weakened my win faded
away and immediately I ordered a re
advance Returning resolutely to Htbans
side I said You can lire as soon as
you see your mark

At the same time I ordered my only
available man two being occupied one
with the motors and the other with
the steering wheel to stand beside me
with his rule ready to sheot down nay
one who might escape the shell X also
took my rifle In hand

We syept rapidly forward this time
and in a few memento the same scene
was again before our eyoe the burning
tog the illuminated tree trunk the atone
that bad been Paytons seat but not a
person was in sight Skeedadied by
Jingo exclaimed Ethan

How I did curse my momentary weak
lid my astounding neglect of an

that might never recur
rhicb had they gone Probably

directly ahead OtA because had
r trrrsrt seen us and because

la that direction would they have
the continued shelter of the brush ThIs
extended away In g comparatively
narrow belt as far ad we could Jjce
and it was unusually thick and tall I
ordered the steersman to skim dose
above It at a speed a little exceeding
that of a good runner But when we
had advanced nearly as far as I thought
that the fugitives have we
stopped and hovered carefully watching
and listening But there was no move
meet and no sound
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